
Noon Bible Study: 2 Timothy 2 (Part 2) 
2 Timothy 2:14-19 - Handling The Word 
 
Remind the faithful men about these things and solemnly charge them in the presence of God: 
 
 1 - Don’t wrangle about words…it leads to ruin 
 

Wrangle - to fight, quarrel, bicker. “a dispute or argument, typically one that is long and complicated (Oxford 
Dictionary)” 
 
Useless and leads to the Ruin of the hearers - the word ruin is the Greek word καταστροφή (katastrophe), which 
I’ll let you consider what that means. 

 
 2 - Be diligent to present yourself approved to God 
 
  Diligent - to be attentive, work hard, doing one’s best 
 

3 - Accurately handle the word of truth (gospel) 
 

KJV: “rightly dividing the word of truth…”  “accurately handle” is the Greek word ὀρθοτομέω (orthotomeo) which 
means to cut straight.  Imagine a farmer plowing straight rows to plant efficently, a crew cutting a road that is 
straight so as to arrive in the right place, a carpenter cutting a board straight so that their building stands. 
 
Notice the root word “ortho”, meaning straight or right. An ortho-pedic doctor is concerned with correcting deformities 
in muscles and bones. An ortho-dontists specializes in realigning out of place teeth. Ortho-doxy means the correct or 
straight way. 

 
4 - Avoid Worldly and Empty Chatter 

 
“Worldly chatter” -  (Greek: βέβηλος bebelos) the word means something that is permitted to be stepped on, 
something that is profane or unholy.  It comes from the word which means “threshold” and it communicates something that 
is not welcome or allowed.  Something or someone that is not allowed or given access. 
 
“Empty chatter” - (Greek: κενοφωνία, kenophonia) this word is used 2x in the NT, both by Paul (also 1 Tim. 6:20). 
Its a compound word from the word meaning empty/foolish/in vain and the word to make noise or call out.  This is the 
idea that someone is just making sounds that have no point.   

 
We are told to avoid this kind of talk.  It leads to further ungodliness and it will “spread like gangrene. (2:17)” 
 
Q - In light of this command, what are the things you need to avoid? 
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Q - How have you seen worldly and empty talking lead to “further ungodliness” 
 
Gangrene - localized death and decomposition of body tissue, resulting from either obstructed circulation or bacterial infection 
(Oxford Dictionary).  
 
In modern times, we know that Gangrene is caused by lack of blood flow to certain parts of the body.  Not-avoiding worldly and 
empty chatter can lead to blockage or isolation of members of the body of Christ and eventually the obstruction or even severing 
of those members the source of life (Jesus is the head of the body), allowing for the blood not to flow properly. 
 
According to the Mayo Clinic: “(one type of gangrene called) gas gangrene progresses very fast. It’s fatal within 48 hours if 
you don’t receive treatment. Among people who do receive timely treatment, about 75% survive.” 
 
Examples: Hymenaeus and Philetus (2:17) 
 
Throughout Paul’s letters we have gotten little detail to the content of the false teachers messages - instead we have been told 
to observe the character and result of their teaching.  Here Paul mentions what Hymenaeus and Philetus have been teaching:  “the 
resurrection has already taken place…” 
 
It seems a little absurd to us to think that such a message would have gotten any traction.  But in 64-67AD, only decades after 
the ministry of Jesus himself, people were teaching and believing that the resurrection had already happened.  Remember, it is 
likely that the earliest Christians thought that Jesus was going to come back in their lifetime, especially with all the chaos 
that was breaking out in the Roman world.  How did they make sense of his delay? Perhaps some developed a new take on the 
resurrection and the promised coming of Christ… 
 

Redefining Terms - perhaps what these false teachers did was redefine what “resurrection” means.  Biblically speaking 
“resurrection” meant the bodily raising to life again of God’s people on the last day. The Old Testament describes the 
faithful coming up from their graves to life again in a restored creation.  False teachers could have been saying that 
resurrection actually means a spiritual-only resurrection like the dead are still alive in a spiritual or heavenly realm.  

 
Reframing The Story - Maybe the false teachers were saying that the resurrection happened already secretly and now we’re in 
a new mysterious part of the story we hadn’t thought about yet.  Maybe when Jesus spoke about resurrection it was a 
metaphor to mean the new life in Christ?  Maybe Jesus’ second coming wasn’t literal but spiritual?  After multiple 
miscalculations of prophetic numbers, the Wacthtower society teaches that Jesus did in fact return in the year 1914 but 
began ruling in heaven invisibly as King. Seems far fetched - but as of 2022 there were 8.5 million Jehovah’s Witnesses who 
believe that, trying to make sense of Jesus’ delay. 

 
Rejected and Abandoned - A third option could be that these false teachers were telling people that the resurrection had 
occurred already and that they had missed it! As the saints wonder how much longer it will be, someone suggests that maybe 
it happened already and the trouble they are experiencing is because they’ve been abandoned and “left behind.” Think about 
how discouraging that would have been for naive Christians hearing that?  Paul tells Timothy that these false teachers had 
“upset the faith of some…(2:18).” 
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The call from Paul then and now is that we trust God’s plan and providence and wait for the coming of Christ.  Much of the later 
New Testament letters will deal with the supposed delay of Christ’s return.  For example, Peter will write that Jesus’ delay isn’t 
a delay, it's mercy and grace, allowing more people to repent and believe the gospel (2 Peter 3).  And Revelation, the final New 
Testament letter is filled with hope and encouragement for the church to wait and trust for they are not abandoned and have the 
victory. 
 
2 Timothy 2:20-26 - Useful For The Master 
 
Paul now contacts the false teachers and the unhealthy talk with holiness and healthy Christian behavior.  He told Timothy who 
and what to avoid (v. 16) and now will guide him what (and who) to run towards (v. 22).  He speaks of what the false teachers 
are doing to the faith of some of the believers, and now Paul will show Timothy how to be a help to the believers. 
 
v. 20-21 - Using imagery of a housewares Paul encourages Timothy to be a “vessel” useful for the master’s use rather than not 
helpful.   This isn’t a metaphor about salvation, but an illustration about how to be useful to the master of the house.  The key 
to being useful to the master of the house is holiness.  Holiness will be denied here by running away from ungodly things and 
zealously pursuing godly things. 
 

Flee and refuse: youthful lusts (v. 22), foolish and ignorant speculations, which produce quarrels (v. 23) 
 Pursue: righteousness, love, peace (v. 22). Do this with other people who are calling on the Lord with a pure heart (v. 22) 
 
Here’s some questions for God’s people to ask:  Is this going to help me be useful to God? 
        Is this going to harm my ability to be useful to God? 
        Is this neutral in my usefulness to God? 
 

Examples:  Driving A Car - helpful, harmful, or neutral 
   Eating A Meal - helpful, harmful, or neutral 
   Entertainment Choices (TV, Movies, Books, Music) - helpful, harmful, or neutral 
   Technology (phone, social media, etc) - helpful, harmful, or neutral 
   Relationship - helpful, harmful or neutral 

 
v. 24-26 - The Call Of The Lord’s Bondservant 
 
If Jesus is master of the house, then Timothy is one of the servants of the house. How then should he (& by extension, we) be?   
 
 Not quarrelsome 
 Kind to All 
 Able To Teach 
 Patient when wronged 
 With Gentleness Correcting those who are in opposition 
 
If a servant of the Lord models these qualities, it might just lead to someone who is in opposition to come to a knowledge of the 
truth - leading ultimately to their rescue from the devil’s trap and their own salvation!  That is what is at stake! 
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Consider the alternative: Those of us that know the truth and have the gospel, that eternal life giving cure to sin and death - 
but we are quarrelsome and not kind, or only kind to some.  We know the gospel but we don’t know how to explain it well.  We 
quit on people when they do us wrong or disagree, we give ourselves excuses to be impatient. And if and when we interact with 
those that are wrong and need correction, we do it with harshness and condescension.   
 
God forbid that the church of Christ, the household of our Lord would be a stumbling block to those who are blind!  We must fight 
the fleshly temptation to take things personal, to fight and argue and give up when things get hard. 
 
If we lose patience, act unloving or unkind or unnecessarily offend those who are perishing, they will perish.  We must remember 
the spiritual battle we are in.  Paul says those who are in need of repentance and who are opposing us are being “held captive by 
the devil, to do his will!” (v. 26). Our battle is not with sinners or atheists or liberals or conservatives or political parties or 
media members - our battle is against spiritual forces of wickedness!  And so our battle plan comes from King Jesus and requires 
spiritual armor and weapons. 
 
We don’t fight battles like those of the world - we fight with prayer and love and truth and humility and service and prayer and 
prayer and prayer.  We follow Jesus Christ and line up with his word and authority. We are his bondservants. 
 
Take seriously the opportunity to be useful for the Master - don’t waste your time on foolish, empty, worldly and lesser 
things.  Instead, let us give heart and soul and mind and strength to serve the king of kings. 
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